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Key Themes (Itemised)

· Disadvantaged people are short on resources not intelligence.
· To effectively communicate the programme, you need to involve the teachers in development and if they know it has been tailored, they are more receptive.
· Utilise good existing programmes and modify them to the local conditions.
· Specific instances in which the programme worked were also highlighted.
· Selecting the right partners also adds to the programme’s success.
Description/Summary

MakingCents is a pioneer programme in the financial eduction arena in Australia. It is the only curriculum-based financial education programme currently offered in Australian schools and the first to be offered nationally through primary school sectors.

A financial education initiative established through a partnership between Citigroup Australia and the YWCA NSW for primary school children and their parents, it was developed through research, curriculum development, testing and evaluation.

The delivery of the MakingCents programme in schools was initially carried outthrough school trials, followed by a subsequent evaluation of materials and re-design, professional development training for teachers, and a website.
The programme uses real-life scenarios where the participants engage the expert with questions. The real-life scenarios are also fun to work with. Examples include:

· Pocket money scenario

· Birthday party scenario

· Mobile phone purchase (on a plan) scenario

· Board games where the person who saves the most amount of money wins.

Evaluation

Evaluation is done in the following ways:

· Evaluation summary from independent evaluator

· Self evaluation reports

· Feedback from parents, students and teachers

The Learnings The Learnings from the programme include:

· The partnership and its valued advisory board

· The relationship with the NSW Department of Education 

· Sound development of materials by NSW Department of Education

· Opportunities for sharing and collaboration with other educators and systems.

