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Key Themes  (Itemised)

· The Adventures of Agent Penny, Featuring Will Power! financial education programme targets primary school children.

· It is delivered through methods that are appealing and accessible to school-going children, such as comic books and drama.

· Resources are available to support teachers.

· Learning Society works with both public (e.g. the Ministry of Education in Singapore) and private organisations (Citigroup and Citibank – Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Asia Pacific).

· Programme is being developed further to widen its scope and reach, and to ensure its sustainability.

Description/Summary

The Adventures of Agent Penny, Featuring Will Power! is a pioneering financial education programme for primary school children, which was developed by Learning Society, a public service organisation, over the course of a year, with the support of Citigroup and Citibank, to address the lack of financial education in schools. 

First launched in Singapore, the programme imparts life skills (touching on stocks, money, life savings, spending choices, and budgeting) to children aged 10 to 12. So far, it has reached 38 primary schools – approximately 30,000 children – and aims to reach over 50,000 students in the next year.

The programme is conducted in schools during the school year, and is delivered by means of videos, manga comic books, an interactive game, a website, and a resource book for teachers. It is fun, easy to understand, and transferable (e.g., every single Citibank Public Relations office around the world has a copy of the programme’s ‘How to guide’.) The positive feedback it has received is an encouraging sign of how a programme’s delivery, content, transferability, and sustainability can be targeted at children with good results and on a large scale.

The programme is supported by the Singapore government, and is now also available in Malaysia and Hong Kong. It will be expanded over the next two years and is working towards ensuring its sustainability by linking stories together, recording plays and targeting the shelves of school libraries.

